
NORTH TOLSTA COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
Note of meeting of the North Tolsta Community Council held at the Community Hall, North 
Tolsta, on Tuesday, 13 November 2018, at 7pm.  
 
PRESENT:  Angus Murray (AM); John A MacIver (JM); Fiona Black (FB); Donald MacIver (DMI); 
Stuart Thomson (ST); Cllr Calum MacLean; Cllr John A MacIver (JAM). 
 
APOLOGIES: Cllr Donald Crichton; Fiona MacLeod (FM); Anna MacKenzie (AMK); Erica MacLeod 
(EM) 
 
CHAIR: Stuart Thomson   
 
1. Note of the Last Meeting    

 
Note of the last meeting of 9 October 2018 was approved.  
 
Matters arising  
 

• The Remembrance Service on 10 November 2018 had gone well and was relatively 
well attended.  Thanks were extended to all those who contributed on the day and 
special thanks to Katy Graham, Gaelic singer and Mod Gold Medallist, who sang 
two Gaelic songs after the service. 

• A fee was agreed to pay the five girls who helped with arrangements on the day and 
the piper.  

• War Memorial – thanks extended to JA Murray for the grass cutting at the Memorial.  

• Works had been completed on the War Memorial and the cheque had been paid to 
draw down the grant.   

• Memorial Garden – Isabel MacRae (no 28) had shown an interest in taking care of 
the garden, going forward.  
 

2.  Accounts/Bank Balance     
 

The accounts for 2017/18 had now been audited and signed off by the Comhairle. This had 
generated a grant from the Comhairle of £1k. 
 
The balance recorded on the night was £5,816.97.  The invoice for the buffet provided by 
the Good Food Boutique had been paid and a £20 deposit returned.    
 
The cheque for the work to the War Memorial had been deferred until a temporary cash 
flow issue was resolved. This was now resolved and it was anticipated that the cheque 
would be processed by the end of the month.  This would draw down grant funding of some 
£2,900 in due course.  It was acknowledged that the whole process from original beginning 
to end had been very protracted and a thanks was extended to JM for taking the process to 
fruition.   
 
DMI would ask MacGregor Industrial Supplies to send invoices to his home address or by 
e-mail (as opposed to AM).  
 

3. Community Hall  
  

The heaters had been installed by ACE on the day. It was agreed that the heaters needed 
some protection and there was some discussion as to whether the Comhairle could pay for 
that. AM would follow up with CM at the Comhairle. Needed to be sure that the temperature 
gauge in the hall was on a regular and proper cycle.  AM would follow up with CM at the 
Comhairle.    

 



 
 
 
4. Football Pitch/ PACT  
 

Planning consent was anticipated in November 2018. AM had written to Sportscotland and 
the Robertson Trust – no response from the latter. AM would send a remainder on both 
fronts and look to follow these up more actively in 2019.     

  
 PACT- needed to track down some invoicing/transactions to complete the accounts which 
would need to be sent to OSCAR.  Needed also to renew the insurance for the play park.  

 
5. School  
 
 It was now apparent that the future of the School going forward was in some doubt. The 

stark reality was that if parents chose to send their children elsewhere the school would 
close. Again, the closure of the croileagan, the canteen and the lack of GME were some 
contributing factors, but there was parental choice too. Tied into that, but not exclusively, 
was the lack of facilities in and around the school, including wraparound care for example.  

 
No action has been taken by the community since the meeting with the Director of 
Education and Children Services but it was agreed to make one more appeal to parents, 
but only if backed up by positive tangible action by all parties. As discussed at previous 
meetings, including the one with the Director, parents had considerable influence in terms 
of the long-term future of village schools, and it was acknowledged that if nothing changed 
fundamentally in the next six months, that would be the case in this instance.     

 
6. Play Parks  

 
JM had tried to contact Mairi Smith at the (Comhairle) but to no avail.  Needed to determine 
whether retrospective works could be assisted by the grant. The application looked quite 
onerous. AM would follow up with MS at the Comhairle. 
 

7. AOCB  
 
Remembrance Service  
 
For future reference, an event like the Remembrance Service needed to be properly 
supported by the community to run smoothly, at least a minimum number of four persons in 
the kitchen and five serving as was the case on Saturday. Lessons were also learned about 
the importance of a bit of forward planning in terms of the catering, external or otherwise.    
 
Police  
 
It was agreed that the Police should be invited to the next meeting.  
 
 

8. Date of Next Meeting  
 

Tuesday, 8 January 2019, at 7pm.           
 
 
The Minutes of meetings of the North Tolsta Community Council are published on the 
Comhairle’s communities web site (e-Sgìre) as follows:  
 
https://e-sgire.org/communities/ward8/community-associations/ 


