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Benbecula Community Council 

Minute of Meeting Held on 8
th

 December 2016 

Tagsa Uibhist Office, East Camp, Balivanich, at 7.00pm 

 

 

1. Welcome and Present: 

Councilors: Gail Robertson (Chair), Irene MacKay (Secretary), Hugh MacCormack, Roddy MacKay 

Present:  C’llor Uisdean Robertson 

 

2. Apologies: 

C’llor Andrew Walker, , Police Scotland, CC Murdina Naylor 

 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 10
th

 November 2016 

Approval of Minutes from 17
th

 October was proposed by CC MacCormick & seconded by CC 

Robertson 

 

4. Matters Arising: 

• Streetlights – amended request to be submitted to request street lighting remains 

on all night over the festive period. 

C’llor Robertson to request a breakdown of charges in relation to street lighting 

throughout the islands. 

 

• Community Workshop – ownership still being queried.  CnES to respond to BCC 

with further information 

• BEB/SYY flight: Contribution from WIHB stilll being sought.  Timetables released for 

next year showing daily flights (Mon-Fri) between Benbecula & Stornoway. 

• Flight services: Councillors hoping to achieve free flights for children under the age 

of 12, as well as for students choosing to study on the island. 

• Locality Planning Group – Public consultation expected in the New Year on the 

preferred option.   
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• Torlum School – C’llor Walker has raised this matter within CnES.  No further 

information has been received from CnES 

Secretary to seek update from CnES 

• CPP – Meeting actions yet to be emailed to BCC 

• Airport Study – CC Robertson unsuccessfully attempted to contact RGU to provide 

input.  No further contact from RGU 

5. Correspondence 

No specific correspondence has been received since the last meeting 

 

6. Treasurer Report 

Treasurer unable to attend meeting.CC Robertson confirmed balance of £7011.50, with 2 

cheques yet to be deducted: £91 & £120. 

7. Ward Funding 

An application was received from Balivanich Primary School requesting £500 towards the P7 

upcoming trip to Dalguise. 

- Councillors approved the request.  School to be informed. 

8. Comhairle Members’ Report 

CALMAC Update 

-  Presentation from recent meeting with CalMac circulated to the group. 

- No further update has been received on freight review 

- CC Robertson has not received any Ministerial updates throughout the reviews  

  CC Robertson will contact Transport Scotland & Minister for an update 

- Councillors have raised query again on whether courses could be run locally to 

allow employment opportunities for locals on ferry services.  Action had rested 

with SDS/UHI 

- Updated timetables are expected before Christmas 

- Additional ferries/timetable changes are the responsibility of Transport Scotland 

rather than the operator, which should be noted for EDF 2017. 

 

Other matters 

 

- Playpark consultation underway – some parks in Balivanich are included in 

review 

- CnES considering new building for Museum, expected to be close to Torlum 

Store 
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- Concern raised about lack of funds going forward which is likely to have an 

impact on roads maintenance 

 

9. Police Report 

Police issued their apologies for this meeting.  A further update will take place at the next 

meeting 

 

10. AOCB 

- Balivanich Business Units:  HIE no longer pursuing acquisition of old Balivanich 

School.  Units expected to be sited on airport road.  No further information on 

the consequences for the school building.  Query raised about whether HIE will 

need to renew the feasibility study, which could be considered out of date. 

- West Camp: to be scaled down; staff implications not known.  Clarity for future 

is required. 

- C’llor Robertson to contact Calum Iain MacIver to request information 

on losses to date. 

- Roads Update: Refreshing of white lines discussed at CnES, expected to be 

completed Summer 2017. Gritting policy requires a review; consideration should 

be given to ferry sailing times, and action taken on roads to Berneray & Eriskay 

ferries.  Requests made by police in the past to CnES for gritting have been 

refused.  Approval has however been given for a salt barn to be built at Market 

Stance. 

- Various issues raised in relation to Balivanich Road (specifically near East 

Camp).  Horse cautions appear to have been removed.  Issues also raised into 

safety of moving horses to fields in the hours of darkness.  Drainage on road at 

East Camp also requires attention. 

- Attendance of Angus MacDonald & Iain MacKinnon to be requested at 

the next meeting of BCC to discuss all road related issues. 

- Secretary to write to stables direct to raise issue of safety. 

 

- Secretary to ensure minute of meeting are being forwarded for publication 

through E-Sgire. 

 

- BCC wish C’llor Walker well with his imminent operation. 

 

11. Date & Venue of next meeting 

7pm, Thursday 26
th

 January 2017, Tagsa Uibhist Office. 

Schedule of meetings for 2017 to be scheduled in January. 


